My War Memories, 1914-1918
Fronts had become very great, and the fighting was not yet over. I shut my eyes to all dangers on other fronts ; the Com-mander-in-ChieHn the East had once again to give up two or three infantry divisions and two cavalry divisions. Besides this, the yth Cavalry Division was withdrawn from the General Government of Belgium. With this reinforcement the operation could at least be ventured on, and in the middle of November initiated; whether it could prove successful was, in view of our great weakness, doubtful.
Whilst the new campaign against Rumania was in full swing at the end of October and the beginning of November, and events in that quarter took their course, the battles on the other fronts continued.
The Battle of the Somme continued throughout October with great bitterness. On the north bank of the river the i3th, iSth and 23rd of October were days of pitched battles of the fiercest description; an unusually severe strain was put on the troops, but on the whole they stood their ground ; our resistance had stiffened. A violent onslaught on the 5th of November, between Bouchavesnes and Le Sars was also beaten off. But in the bitter fighting that followed the French were once more successful. On the i3th of November the English, too, penetrated our positions on both sides of the Ancre—a particularly heavy blow, for we considered such an event no longer possible, particularly in sectors where our troops still held good positions. Oa the I4th of November the English were again successful at this point. The i8th was another day of heavy fighting, but, in spite of the enemy's great expenditure of men, ended on the whole favourably for us.
There had also been fighting on the south bank of the Somme. From the roth of October onwards the attacks south of the Roman road became still heavier, and later fierce fighting also developed to the north. Here, on the 2gth of October, we were successful in our attack on La Maisonette Farm. This caused general satisfaction, although in itself not of much importance ; still, it meant a successful attack for once on the Western Front. It is easy to understand the feeling of troops who take part in an
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